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- The humble A nswer of the Divines
attending the Hnourable Commiffioners

of PARL1AMENT at the Treaty at New-
povt ia the Ifle of wight. | '-

Tothe fecond P2 deliwredtathémb his Majefty;
O, 6, 1643.1)“ o " 2

Delivered to his- Majefty , O0b. 17.

May ic pleafe your Majefty, \
aour Paper of Ofeber the third ;
\ Anfwer to your Ma‘femes of Olfo-
» the fecond We did , fonow a-
iine wedo acknowledge, that the
criptures cited in the Margin of
wur Majefties Paper do ggye,tbat
we Apoftles in their own perfons , That T#merky, and
Thw, and the Angels of the Churches ,had power re-
fpettvely, to don(iofc things, which are in thofe pla-
s of Scripture fpecified 5 But as then, fo now alfo
we lumbly do deny, that any of the perfons or Offi-
@rs fore-mentioned were Bifhops, asdiftin& from,
' Az " Presbyters
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Presbyters, or did exercile'Epifcopall Government in
that fence; Or that this was in the leaft meafure pro-

. ved by the alledged Scriptures-, and therefore our Ave.

gativenot being to the fame point, or ftate of the
Queftion which was affirmed ; We humbly coriceive
thatwe fhould not- beinterpreted., tohave in effe&t,
denyed the very fame thing , which we had before

anted , or to:have acknowledged that the fevetall
aﬁp&m do-pravé(ﬂlg thing, for which they are ci-
ted:by:yoiit ‘Majelty. Abnd if thac ', which we grant-
ed wereall' thae, by the Scriptures cited in your Mar-
gin, your Majefty intended to prove; ‘It will follow
That nothing bath yetbeen proved on your Mijetties
S&Aa, s, 9. make, upithat conclufion which is preten-

2. 80 E Hpitat cont \

As then we ftood upon the Negative to that affer-
tion, fowe now crayeleavg to reprefentto your Ma- .
jefty , that your idply doth ot infirme the Evidente
given in maintenance thereof. The reafon given:
" by your Majefty in this Paper; to fupport your affer-

tion : That.the perfops that exercifed the power afore--
fhid % re.r;?%]c?f)s‘m_am;n& fencéyis taken from a de-
fcription of Epifcopall Governménit s « ‘whichis ( as
<€ your Majéfty faith’) not;hin'g €lfe,; but the Govera-
« ment- of the Churchés within a certaine Pre-
‘¢ cin@ (commonly calleda Dioceffe ) commiteed to
‘one fingle perfon , with fufficient anthority over:
“ the Presbyters, and people of thofe Churches for -
““that end 5 which Goveroment fo delcribed, being
for fubRance of the thing it fe)f¢ in all the three
-<“forementioned particulars , (Ordeining, giving rules
“of Difcipline , aud Cenfures ) found 1n Scriptures,

o e Hexcept
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“except wé will contead about names and words, muft
“be acknowledged inthe fenfe aforefaid to be fuffici-
““ently proved from’ Scriptares : and your Majefty
“ faith further,that che Bithops do not thallenge more;
“or other power to belong to them, in refpeét of theit
« Epifcopal office, as itis ditin¢t from that of Presby-
“ters, then what properly falls under one of thofe
€ lhrte. P - ’ . . . e :

We defire to fpeak both to. the Bifhops chafenge,
and wo your Majeftys defcviption of Epifcopall govern
ment. And firft o their Chailenge-,'bccéufe itis firlt éx-
preft in your Majefties reply. g
. The Challenge we undertake in two refpets: 1.°
In refpeét of the Power challenged 5 2. In refpe@ of -
that ground , or Temwre upon:-which the claim is laid.. .
The Power challenged confifts of three particulars 3
Ordeining , giving Reles of Difcipline , and Cenfures.
No more, ro otheér, in refpeé of their Epifcopdl office..
We fee not,by what warrant this Writ of partition is.
tken forth which by the Apoftolical office is thus.
fhared or dividéd s The Geverming part into the Bi-
fhops bands s the Tesching, and adwsiniftyirg Sacra-
ments , into the Prebyters. Forbefides that the Seri--
prore makes no {uch inclofare, or partition-wall; sit ap-.
peares , the challenge is grown to more then was pre- .
tended unto in the times of growne Epifcopacy. Fe-
rome , and Chryfostome doboth. acknowledge for their -
time, that the Bjfbsp and, Presbyter differed only in:
the matter of Ordination: and learned Do&or Bilfuw. |
makes fome abatement in the claim of three , faying, -
the things proper to Bithops, which might not be com-
mon to Presbyters’, are fingularity of Succecding,and.
faperiority in Ordaining. B The:
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- Xhe femwe o ground upon which the claim iade

isA ical, whichwithusis all one with Djvineé
niifinsion. Andthis as far as we have learned » hath
mot been ancicatly. ovemly, of generally avowed in this
Church either in time o Popery, or of the
firft Ref dwhenfoever the preteafion hach
been maucy was nar without the contradi
ned, and godly men. ‘The abbettors of the

that chey -mi%)t refolve ic ac laft into the 8¢
chufe the moft plaufible way of afcending
of Su:c;]]ﬁm,gomg up the River to find che
when they came to Scriptures, & found it |
of Nile(which cannot be found)they thowd,
the name and countenance of theAngels of
and of Timothy and Tite. Thofe that wa -
higher , endesvoured to impe it into the Apofiolseal
offiie, and fo atlafk called it a Diwine Infitesion, not in
force of any exprefs preceps , bux implicite pragifeof
the Apoftles ; and (b the Apafolical pjﬁcc ( except-
ing the gifts, ar enabilements confe ft only extraordn
nary ) is brought down to be Epifcopal, and the Epifze-
pal raifed upro be Apeftolicil, Whereupon it folf:ws,
that the sigha? Officers in the Chiirch are put into a
lewes orb; a0 extraordimary office rurn'd into an ordina-
7y diftinét office , confounded with that which in the
Scriptute is mos fowund , & temporary ,and an exting office
revived. Andindeed if che definitions of both be -
rightly made, they are fo incom atible to the fame (ub-

" jc&j,l that hc-fohat will take both maft lofe the one: qgs
Apofielus Epifcopatvm , aut 4 ofolstum Epifco ws, For
thi Apoﬁles,,d?ougb they‘di(f not in maﬁ,! th’kngs wl
slind , yet they acted alio nomsine & alis marnere , then

| ) Presbyters
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Sdo¢ an deed

wernment propetly Epitcopal ity

is not needfull to go (o far about

goverameit of Divitie infitu-

ity bt to affert éxprcflely,
1t smmediacely it themn, :

definition of Epifcopal govern-

e of the Bifhops of latter date ;

md dothi not fuce to that Meridi-

were mere Bithops thenoné ifi 2

ind it isas fully competent to

rriarchal goverriment , as Epif-

is definitioft  maserially,and ab-

ybe foundin Seriprore. The

Tirms, were fingle perfois, bue

n&. . The govertiment of the

Angel waslimited toa Precin&; butnot in- fingle per.’

fons; In feveral offices, not to be confounded, the parts
of this definition may be found 3 but the aggregation
of them all tosethenmo one ordinaty Officer cameot

befound. And if that word , erdinery , and fanding

wt, had been made the geass in your Maje-

ritton { as it ought tobe ) We fhould crave
ayit would be gratés digwm , if not petitio-

r the Scripture doth rioe put all thefe parts

in a Bithop, who neverborrowed of Xpoffies:

§s and o fngels, the matter of Governing and

g,and lefc theiother of Teaching, difpenfing

gs and dealing onely iw foro duterme , toPress

. atill after times. By this thathath been faid it
s manifefbenough thac we contend riot firs de momine,.
st aameof Epiopal Gomrmert: whichyet
co thougin
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{though #ames (exve for diffinétion)is not catfed or di- -
fiinguithed by that name in Sripture. Nor [econdly de
‘opere about the wo.ke, whether the worke of Govern-
ing,ordering, preaching &c. be of continuance inthe
Church, which we clearely acknowledge 3 But shird-
1y de munere, about the Office, it being a great fallacy to
argue; That the Apoftles did the fame work which Bi-
fhops or Presbyters are to do in ordinary, Therefore
~ they were of the fame Office ; foras itis faid of the li-
berall, and learned Arts one and the fame thing may be:
bandled in divers of them,and yet thefe Arts are diftin-
guithe by the formalis raséo of handling of them , fo we-
{ay of Offices, they are diftinguiht by their callings’
and Commiffions, though not by. the worke, asall. -
thofe that are named, (Eph.4.11.)4poftles, Prophess; B--
vangelifts, Paflors and Teachers aredefigned to one and:
the {ame generall and common worke: The work of the .
Miniftryver.12,And yet they are not therefore all ane,t
for its faid feme Apoftles, fome Prophets,fome Evange->
lifts ,and fome Paftors and Teachers; A Difutor iin
Romeand an ordinary Tribsme , Mofes and the fubordi--
nate governors of Ifrael, The Courtof Parliament 3nd>
of the Kings-Bewch,an o £poftle and a Prespyter. or Deacor -
may agrce in fome comimon worke , 4nd: yet' no ‘con=:
fulionof Offices, followes thereupon. '+ = . '
- Tothatwhich your Majefty conceives,that themoft -
that can be proved from all, or any of thofe places , by
. us alleadged (to prove that the Name,Office,and:wotk-
of Bifhops and Presbyters is one and the fameindll:
things, and oot in the leaft diftinguifhe.) < Is jthav:the -
- word Bithopis ufedin them to fignifiea Presbyter,*
“ and thar confequently the Office,and work méntion('-i
: : ) [ ¢

.
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“ed in thefe places g8 the Officeand work ofa Bithog
. are the Office ofa Presbyter, which is confefled on
«allfides.  VVemake this humble retarne , thae
though there be no fition , fo much asimplyed,
that the Offiee-of 2 Bifhop & 2 lg‘rcs:)l{tcr, are diftin&
jnany thing(for the names are mucaallyreciprocal, yyes
“wetake your Majefties conceflion, thet in chefc times
of the Church, and places of Scripture, there was ne
ditin@Office of Bifhups & confequent- -
ly thas the ideatity of the Umce muit reand,until there
canbe found & clear diftinion or divifion in the Scrip-
wres s Aand if we had argued the identity of Funé-
oas, from the Commandty of mma,ud[m pars of the
werk,the Argument iave been juftly cermeda
{;ﬁ , but wve prow the fame Office from the
fame work, per emwis , being allowed fo todo by the
fulneffe'of thofe two words uled in che 485 and St.
Peter bsEpiftle monpabren and izoxerey undesthe force
which words the Biflrops claime their whole power of
Government and Jurifdi®ion,and we foand no little
weight added to our Argument from that in the s,
where che Apoftledeparting from the Ephefians Pres-
bysers or Bifbops,as mever to fee their faves more, commiits
(as by a finall charge) the Government of that Church
boshover particular Presbyters and not to 7z~
msthy who then ftood ¢ his elbow, ouc to te Presby-
ters ander the name of Bithops, made by the Holy Ghoffy
whom we read to have fec many Bithops over one
‘Church,not one over cicher one or many,and the A po-
fles argning from the fame qualification of aPresbyter
- and of a Bifhop in order to ordination or puttiog him .
into Office, fully provesthem tgbe tWo pames o‘t;::
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Came bl HI° ot ¥ Ehe 4w Ovdirs of brel
pyter dnd_Deacon ', being diverfly - charagerifed
upénihefe grounds "}Egyé‘ Hope withdug fallacie) we
oficive it juftly” proved, that’a Bfhop and a Presbyter

i ’w,hpll'yvghqfl::\'me._"'.l'hég"'ﬁ.mollfj and ‘Fitus were {in-
le perfons, Biving auﬁdﬁg?ﬁ?ﬁova?nmeht, we ack
tnowledge ; bdt'deny, thatfrom thence any argument

¢in be made ufled eithér fingle Bifhop of Presbyter : for

though aﬁqﬁ!é, Presbyter by the power ot his Order

(4s thty eallfy sy Preach the Word and difpenfe the

“sacriments ' yer by thic ‘examplé -of the Preshyrery,

g,firf’l.“qfiﬁ ‘o of hand & and thatRule of Telling rhe

{

Shurch inimateer of fcaridal , it feems -manifeft , chac
rdinktion %‘A@énf&r’es‘daf’é’p&t ‘torbe exercifed by &
ek, f;ﬁxfér’éﬂ'tﬁﬁerﬁ'f yott Majéfty hitherto
310 dﬂ',{'&&‘y&ihﬁﬁi’e&of i(hdps-and Presbyters or
the fun@iop, tobe'in-other places? of Scripture at all
ﬂzﬁﬁingui(l'icd1 5 You having wholly waved. tire notice -

Gt anfwirof thar we'did éﬂ%n (a”ndjdo'yec defire fome
Hmonfirathotl of the contrary ). Diz! That the scrip- |
fn;r’g “doth “hot afford os-the léaf motice of any gualifi-
caridets A0 ordinarion a_n'%’ work ot duty, any hosswr
‘pt’bn,li:{ﬂz‘ biloriging toa Bithop dittinét from'a Pref-
'bytety the affignment OF which ; or any of them unto
7 Bifhop, by -thc Scriptute ., would --put this queftion
neer tg4n iffue., < Thar' God Thould irtend adiftin®
and higheft kind.of * Officer for Government in -the
Church , and-yer not exprefle any qualification, work,
or way of confltituting” and ordaining of him , fecmey
imcdus'improbable: Concerning the fignification of
‘the' wotd Epifiopws, importing an” Overfeer, or one
thachatha charge commiteed -to him; for inftance
R ' : Of
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de8 & allo,indeed impropriate s but we thatlook for
- the fémﬁwan: » for :b; "ﬁ"g'ﬁ,;“ oif:sn Office, as for
the Conftictjon, canmor fiad thir this approptigtion’
6f tiaines, vr:ts} made il afterwards, orin pr'occ}bot
e, ds'Thesddre (one of the Fathers.of this conceityaf-
twis,whofe faying, whenit is ran oot of the pale of
Sevipriice time , we can no further follow, from whickr
premifes l2id ol together. we did conclud theclearnesof
out affettion,that in the of theNew-Teff amem
' 4 Bifhop diftin& froma rresoycer in Qualificatton Ordi=
mation , Officebr dignity is not ound,the contraty wher-
of, though your Majefly faith,that you have feen con-
firnied by great variety of credible Teftimony,vet we
behmtgoﬁ teftithonies are rather ftrong in afferting,
then in demonftrating the Scriptures Original of a é—
fhop,whichiis declared againftbv a clond of witneffes,
pamed in thé lacter end of out Anfwer, unto
which we (hb\ﬂd refer if matrer or rigor were not pro-
x:gy tryable by Scripture,ds matter of F4t is by Te- -
ony.
wcyfaid that the Apoftles were the higheft order
of Officersof thie Church, thet they were extraordi-
Bary, thet they were diftingui(ht from all other O -
cers, and #hat their Government was not Epifcopal, |
Apoftelicall; towbich Anfwer, your Majefty bei
not fatisfyed , doth oppofe cerraine affertion
¢ That é’hriﬁ himfelfe 3odthe Appofties receiy
. sheir Authority by Miffion their Ab ity by Un&i
< That the Miffion of the es was ordinary,a
¢4 40 continue to the end or tne world 5 but the Ua¢
& on , whereby they were enabled to both Offices a
# ¥uslions, Teaching and Governiing, wasindeed

({4
$ctraorar-
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« traordinary, T hatin theirUn&ion Were not Og-
' ceffrily to have fucceflors, but arilyin  their
« Miffion or Office of Teaching ana. Governing , Thae
in thefe two ordinary Offices, chéir oxdinery fiicoef-
* fours are Presbyters & Bithops, Thae Presbyters
immediavely fucceed them in the Ofuce
= of Teaching, 8 Bithops qws 1 y in the
“Office of Governings The fwhich.
it alone,would bave carrved 1n. wmote convition
thenall thefe 5 Officers are di-
Ringuifhed b! conftiouced,cheic
T )aucea, Signed by oae
of scripture, evidence,then
forth by fucn 8« jerses of diffinSiens as do not di-
finguifd bim into another from a Pr
whether this chain of diftinctron bestrong, 8cthe linle nff
together, we crave leave to examun;
Chrif?, faith your Mujefty, was the Asoitleand =~ -
our fouls, and be made the
“~  wedonet conceive that IViajeity means
facceeded Chrift as the chi....
m'(‘:’hna fle andBi
ift Tiss Mdsfjsom a3 an Apoftle '
be conceived as ordh?rv as t-heir”ﬂi{fim is faiatooe
Butwe Majefty to mresn, that the office
ana bunop, was emizestly contained in
Chrifts office , a8 the office of a Bifhop was ewsnen
tontained in that of Apoftiethin.: but thence it
not follow that snferfour offices aiped in the
[sperionr. eminemtly, are therefo in it formallys
Fordecaufe all bonowrs and digmises are eminently con-
wiged io your Msjesty, would it cherefore follow that
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Sut Majefty is- formally and d2%ingly 2 Baren of -the.
_’ﬁeﬂm ;}. ialz'rt' is-afferted ,. the Apoftles to bave been-
Biffidps in:ditia(enfce: Thas MifSionaefers tooffice:
ahd-atwhotity ;' and Awion culy to.-Abilisy, we can-:
riofcenfent : :for befides that the breathing of Chrift.
upon His-Difciples ,; (aying; Receive ye the Holy Ghoft
dorty vefer to miffiow as welbas néfion 5 we conceive.-
that ifl eheproper amointing of Kings or- other Qfficers,
" the nattrall ufeandeffe@ of the oyle-upon the bady:
was not fo ‘much iatended , as the folemne-and cere-.
monious ufe of it in_the .inauguration of them 5 fo,
thiere 'ierelationto Office - in untkioh-. »a5.well as, 10,
conferring of abilites 5 . elfe:how et o1 Pricfts,
or Prophees faid 50.be-aspiksed 2, a0 . what gopd'
fenfe'could be made efthue expreflion.in Seriptyre 5,
of -annointing'one. in anoihers room:.2 -to.omit., thag,
Chrift by this conftrution (hold-be cadled the Aefl7es;
inrefpeStofabilicies only.; And glehangh:we (hoyld
grant youf: Majeftict explication:.ofi Mifjiz azgg-(zg,(.,
don jyetitwill notfollow: that the miffiy ot the A
potles: wasrordimary , and their sageom onby. excra-.
ordimgry. :- - That intowhich.there is fugceffion ;, : was.
érdiniary-, That into which -chere: is;ng - (uccehpn :,
¢for fuceeflion.is_ nor info :abilities. or gifes) ‘extya<
otdinatyy adforthe 4poftles werc ordinary officers
' alkiwhercunto there is ﬁgroPerly'_'any [(icceflion ,
and thaeds of fice;. - They differed from;Bihops in thag
- whirdinowe! Apaftle of Offiege. of, the - {ame order,
thighvdiffey.:fram anather?; to-wit; in ab&it;es-a,m?
reafure 5of 18pftic, but-not-in that- whetein ong
ofdér of officers is: zbove another by their, office 5
Fowhich wecannotgive contenty for finqape, @5{; is
’ A c-

<o
1



- - (¥5)
denominated an officer fiom his mecrabilitics or gifes
fo neither €an the Apoftle be called extraordinary
officets. ;' becavfe of extraordinary. gifts ;, .bug thar
the ‘Apeftles siffion.and cffice (' as their;abilities.).
-was extraordinaty and temporary”; idothy,gppeare
in that it ‘was - by immediste Commiffion-- from
Chrift. without any intervensioh - of men , ci-
ther in Ele&ion or Ordination’,‘far planting an ay-
thorirative’ governing of all Churches:threugh +he
Wotld ; comprehbending in. i all ogher - Offigers
of the Church what(oever , and therefore ik feemes
‘tous very unrealonable that the Office and awthor,
ty. of the Apoftles fhould be drawn down .to,an-ordi-
naty., thereby to maleir, asitwere,afic fock;in-
to whieh the ordinary Office of a Bifhop may- be; iny
grafted ; nor: doth xhe continuance of . Teaching
and Gowerping in -the Chuich more render the
office-of tcaching and governing ip the Apoftles
an ordinary office, then the office of téaching , 'and
-governing. in . Chriflt imlelfe, render big . Office
thescfore Ordinary.: The reafon givenr , Thas, the
Office of Teaching and Governing ; was ordingry ia
the Apoftles, . becaufe of the continuance of them
inthe Church . (wee crave leave to fay,) i that
_ great miftake which ruanes through the rwhole file
of your Muajefties difcoutfe, for though therebe a
Succeflion in ‘the workeof Teaching aad Govern-
ing,- yet therc is no Succeffion ip the Commiffion
_ or Office by which the Apoftles pertormed shenm for
-the Office ‘of Christ. , ‘of.- Apoidles. ,-of \Evaugelifts
#r Prophets . is thence alfo concluded Ordinary , as
to Teaching and Governing , and the- diftin&ion Ooff

-
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Offices Extraordinary and Ordinaty eatenss-defiroy-
ed; The on may be into the fame worke,
not into the Commiffion and Office , the Ordi-
nary Officers, which areto mannage the worke of
Teaching and Government , are confticated , fet-
fed. and limiteed by warrant of Scripture , as by
anocher Commiffion thenchat. which the Apoftles
hads And if your Majefty had fhewn us fome Record
" out of Scripture , warranting the divifion of the.
office of teaching and govem:zgingo two hands ,
and the appropriation of teaching to Presbyters,
of governing to Bifhops , the queftion bad beea
determined , otherwife we muft look upon the
diffolving of the A poftolicall Office, and diftibucion
of it into thefe ewo bands , as the diGtace of
men who have a minde , by fuch a precarious
Argument , €0 echallenge to themiclvea the Xeys
“of Awherity and leave the Ward 10 the Presbyters.
In our anfwer to-the inflances of Timothy, and Tites
(which DoGor Bilfen acknowledgeth to be the maine
- ere@ion of Epifcopall power, if proofe of their be-
ing Bifhops, do ftand, or fubverfion, if the anfwer that
they were Evangelifts be good) Your Majefty finds we-
vy litele fatisfaition thouBtrall chas is faid therein could
be proved. : -
Firft, becanfe the Scriptures no where imply any
<fuch thingsat all, that Tisas was anEvangeliff peither
< doth the text cleerly prove that Timsthy wasfo.
1.The name of Bifbep,thescriptare weisher exprefly wor
by implication gives to either,ghe work which they are in-
joyned todo 1s common to Apofiles, Evangehfts, Pa—
@ors & Teachers, Sccannet of it felf make a chara@er of
S one
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diftin& and proper office ; But that there was fuch an or-
der of Officers in the Church as Evangelifts reckoned a-
‘mongft the extraordinary and temporary Offices ; and
that Tymothy wasone of that Order, and-that both T;-
mothy and Titm were not ordained to one particular:
Church, but were companions and .tellow-Labourers
with the Apoftles, fencabroad to feveral Churches as
occafion did require,itis (as we humbly conceive) clear
enough in Scripture,and not denyed 'by the learned de-.
fenders of Epifcopal Government, nor ( as we remem-
ber) by Scultetws himfelt during the time of their
travailes. '

2, *“To thatwhich Your Majefty fecondly faith, That
“we cannot make it appear by any Texeof Scripeure
“that the Office of Evangelift is fuch as we have defcri-
“ bed,his work fecming,2Ti m.8.4,5. to be nothing elfe
“ bue diligence in preaching the word, notwithftanding
“all impediments and oppofitions, VWe humbly anfwer,
That exag definitions of thefe or other Church-Offi-
cers are hard tobe found inany Texeof Scriptare, but
by comparing-one place of Scripture with another , it
may be proved afwell what they were,as what the 4-

les and Prestyters were, the defcription by us given

ing a Chara@er madeup' by collation of Scriptures,

from which Mr. Hookerr doth not much vary, faying, that
Evangelifls were Presiyters of principal [ufficiency whom
the Bpoftles (ent aéroaj and ufed as Agents in Ecclefiaftieal
Affatrs,whérefoever they [aw need, And that Paflors and
Teachers, were fetled in fome certain charge and thereby
differed from Evangelifts, whofe work thae it fhould be
novhing bue diligence in preaching,@’c.which is common
to Apoftles, Evangelifts, Paftors and Teachers,and fo not
0 C diftin&ive
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diftin&ive of this particular Office, arguethtous , thee
as the Apofles Office was divided into Epifcopal and
Apaftolical, foshisalfo is to be divided into Epifcopal

- and Evangelical, Ordination and Cenfures belonging to
Timothyas a Bithop,and diligence in preaching only be-
ing left to the Evagelifis, which divifsen (as we humbly
coneeive ) is not warranted by the Scripture.

Thirdly, < Your Majefty {aith, that that which we fo
« confidently affirm of Timothyand Titws, their adking as
<< Evangelifts is by fome denyed & refuted,yea even with
< fcorn rejefled by fome rigid Presbyterians, and that
< which we fo confidently deny,that they were Bifhops
< js canfirmed by the confenticnt reftimeny of all antiqui-
«¢ ty,recorded by Ferame himfclf chat they were Bifhops
«¢ of Pals ordination,arksowledyed by very many late Di-
« yines, and that a Catalogue of 27 Bsfbaps of Ephefom li-
< neally fucceeding from Timothy outof good Record is
< vouchfafed by Dr. Reynolds and other Writers..

Oar confidence (as your Majefty is pleafed to call it )
was in our Anfwer expreft in thefe words; we cannot fay
that Timeshy and Titw were Bifhops in the fenfe of Your
Majetty,butextraordinary Officers or Evangelists,in which
opinion we were thenclear, notoutof a total ignorance
of thofe Teftimonies which might be alledged againft it,
but from ingrinfick arguments out of Scripture, from
which Your Majefty hath not produced anyone to the
contrary : nor is our confidence weakned by fuch replyes
as thefe,the Scripture never cals them Bithops,but the Fa-
thers do,the Sersptwre cals Timothy an Evangelift , fome of
late have refuted it and rejeced it with fcornsthe Scrip-
ture relases their motions from Church to Church, but
fome affirm them to be fixed ac Epbefw and in Creet , the:

T Scripture
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Seriphere makes diftin&tion of Evangelifts and Paftors,
but feme_(ay that Tmothy and Titss were both,we cannot-
“give Your Majefty a prefent account of Scwlteres and
Gherards Argumemts,but dobelieve that Mr.gillefpi and
Rutherford are able with greater firength to refuce thae
opitiion of T¥mothy and Titws their being Bifbeps , then
they do(if they do) wich fcorn reject this of ¢heir being
Evangelifts 3 Asfortestimonits and catalogues though we
undervalue them not, yet Your Majefty will be pleafed
totllow usthe ufe of vur Reafon, fo far as not toere@ an
office in the Church, which is not found in Scripture,up- ~
on general appellations ot titles anl allufions frequentry-j
found in the Fachers,cfpecially whenthey (peal ualgar-
I, and not as toa paintin debate, for even Ferome who
as Your Majefty faith, doth Record thac Timahy and 7.
tm weremade Bifbops, and that of St. Pasls Ordination,
doth when he fpeaks to the point between Your Majefty
andus, give the Bifhops to underitand that they are fu-
periour to Presbyters confuetudine magis quam Dominice
- Verstatis difpofitione ; for catalogses their credit refts upon
the firft witneffes from whom they are reported by trads.
tiom from hand to-hand, whofe writings are many times
fuppofitions, dsibiows or not exrant, befides that thefe ca-
talogwes- do refolve themfelves into fome Apoftle ot Evin-
gelis? as che firlk Bifbop , asthe catalogue of Ferafalens
into the Apoftle Fames, that of Antioch into Peter , that of
Romeinto Peter and Paul,that of Alexandria into Mark
thac of Epbiyws into Timathy, which Apoftles and Evange-
1ifts can neither themielvesbe degraded bybeing made -
Bithops, nor be ficceeded i their proper: calling or of«
fice, and it is eafie forus to proceed the fame wayand
wfind mmy antiem rives & éﬂﬁomes generally received
: v 2 10
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in the Church ( counted by the antients Apofolical tra-
ditions ) as near the Apoftles times as Bifhops, which yet
are,confefledly, not of Divine inftitution 3 and further,if

Timothy and the reft thacare fir? inthe catalogue were Bi-

fhops with fuch fole Power of Ordination and Cenfures,

_ asisafferted, how came their pretended fucceflors, who
* werebut prim: presbyterorum ( as the Fathers themfclves

cal them)to lofe fo muchEpifcopal powcr as was in their
Predeceffors, 'and as was not recovered in 300 years ¢

and therefore we canmot upon any thing yet faid, recede
from that of our Saviour, 4% instiowon fuit fic, from the

beginning it was not fo.

~ “ Your Majefty faith, that we affirm but upon very
¢ weak proofs , that they were from Epbefws and Crees -

£ removed to other places, the contrary whereunto bath

““been demonftrated by fome, who have exally out

“of Scripture, -compared the times, . and order of the

.S feveral Journeyes , and fations of Pasl and Time-

({3 th . 3 . .
, I{ is confefled that our affertion, that Timothy and T
tui were Evangelifts, lies with fome ftreflc upon this,
:that they removed fromplace to place, as they were fent
by ot accompanied the Apoftles , the proof whereof
‘appears to us, tobe of greater firength then can be

taken off by the comparifon which your Majeftie

‘makes of the Divines of the Affembly at Wefiminfler.

We begin with the travasles of Timothy, as we find

.them in order recorded in. the Scripture-places ci-

aAfs 1714 . ted inthie Margin , and we fet forth from (a) Berea ,
b1s. ¢ 1 Thely where we find Timothy, then nexeat (4) Athens, from
"3 02 whence Pasl fends himto (¢) Theffalonica , afterward
€@ 185. * having been-in Macedandahie came to Paslat (d) Corinth,
e . <) <
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and after that, heis with Paslar Epbefis, and thence

fentby him into (e) Macedonia, whither Paul wentaf-¢A@s1g.22.
ter him, and was by Timothy accompanied into (1 Y.4fis, f A& 20.4.6 5
whowas withhimat (g ) Trossand (h) Miletws 5 to 61, 4,
which ‘place S. Paul fent for the Preséyters of the Church

in Ephe[ws, and gave them that folemn charge to take

heed unto themfelves, and to all the flock , over which
-the Holy. Ghoft hath made them Bifbeps, not {peaking

aword of recommendation of that Church to Timotly,
-orof him to theElders. And if Timothy was Bifbep

of Ephe[ws, he muftbe fo when the firff Ep:ftle. was fene

to him, in whichbe is pretended to reccive the charge

of exercifing liis Epifrepal power in Qrdination and Go-
- verrment 3 bue it 5. manifeft thae "after this Epiftle

{entto hum, hewas in continual Journeyes , or abfent

from Ephefus. For Paul lefc him at- Epbefus when he

went mto () Macedonia, and he letr him there to it Tim. r.3.
exercife his Office, in regulating and ardering::that

Church and in ordaining ;- bur it was afeer this'time

that Timathy is found with Pasl at Msletsu,. for after Paul

had been at Miletws, he went to Ferufalem,whence he was

{ent prifoner to Reme, and never came more into ‘Ma-

sedoma, and ac (k) Roem we find Timothy a priforer, o, . ..
withhim, and thefe Epiftles which ‘Pasal : wrote while vhii .1~
e was prifonerat Rome , namely, the Epiftle to the ghilen v. 1.
Philippians, to Philemon, to the Coboffians, to the He- i3y 3’5,
brews, do make- mentionof Timothy as his eompanion

at thefe times , nor do: we ever find him again at

Epbefw 5 for we find thatafeer- all this, rowardsthe end

of St. Pasls life, after his firlt anfwering before Nero,

and when he faid his departing was at hand , he fent > Tim: 4.6,
for Timothy to Rome , not from Ephefus 5 - for it feems 1011 1é
. . - C; ' thac
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that Timothy was not there, becaufe Paw! giving Timothy

- an account of the ablence of moft of his.companions

fentinto divers parts, he faith, Tychicmbavel leat o &
phefws. Now it your Majefty (hall be pleafed, to caft
up.into one total that which isfaid, the feveral journeys
and Rations of /Ttmoshy , the order of them, che cime

- fpent inthem,the natare of his employment, to wego-

aGalac, 1.2

b Tit 3012,

¢2Col.zurg,
d2Caig.6.

¢ 1 Cor.8.6,
fa Tim.4.10.

tiate the affaires of Chrift in feveral (burches and places,
the filence of the Scriptures astouching his being Bithop
of any one Church,you will ackmowledge that foch a anan-

~wasnota Bithop fixed to one Church or Precin& , and,

then by affuming that T:mothy was fuch a man, you will -
conclude that he was not Bithopof Eghefs. :
The like conclufion may be inforced from the like pre-
miffcs, from the inftance of Titas, whomwefind at (4) -
Ferafalem before he came to (reet,from whence heis fene
for to.(b) Nicapolis, and after that he is fent to Corsmsh,
from wheace hei1s expeéted 2t (¢) Troa, and met with

Paul in (d)y Macedonra,whence he is [entagain o (¢) Co-

rinth,and after al dhiis is near the vime of Pasls death at

Rome, from whence he went not into Creet, but unto ()
-Dalmatiaand after chis is not heard on inthe Scripture :
and fo we hope yout Majeftydeth dongeive, thaewe af-
finn nocupon wety meak proofer, that Timeshy and Tiexs
were from Epbefis and Creet removed to other places.

- Inthe fifch exception’yonr Majefty takes aotice of. -
two places of Seripture cited by ws, o prove that they
were called away fromthofe placesof Eghefus and Crees,
whichthey donot conclude mirch 6f themfelves,yct be-
ini‘n:compq'nicd &y two other places which your Majefty
takes o notice of , may feemto conclude more, and thefe
1 Tem. v.0.3. Tstus 1,5, As I befought thee to sbide ft:ll

: : at
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4 Epbefm3 fof this ¢casfe lefvIthee in Creet : in both

which is fpecified the occafional employment, for which

they made ftay in thofe places : and the expreffions ufed,

. 1befought thee to abide fisll ax Epbefis, 1 left thee in Crees,
do mot found like words of safalme of 2 :man into a.
Bithoprick , but of an sutewdment- to call them away
again, and if chefirftand lat be put together; his agwal
revocstionof themboth,the intimatiox of his-intention,
that they (bould not fay there for continuance, and . tte
resfsn of his befceching thcone to ftay, and of his lea~
ving the other behind him, which was fome prefent de-
fedsand diftempersin thofe' Churches , they will put
fair to prove that the Apoftle sntended zot 1o cftablifh
them Bifhops of thofe places , and therefore did not 3
For the Pofifcripts : becaufe your Majefty layes no great
weight uponthem, We fhall notbe follicitous in pro-
ducing evidence againdt them,though they do bear wit-
gefle in a marter ot fa&, which in our opinionnever w.ss,
and in your Majefties Judgement was long before they were
bern,and fo we conclude this difcourfe about Timotbyand
Titws with this obfervation that inthe fame véryEpifile
of Pasl to Timathy, out of which your Ma jcﬁx' hath
endeavoured to prove that he was a Bifhop,and did ex-
ercife Epifcopal Government , there is ¢lear evidence
both for Presbyters inpofing bands, in ordination, and fer
their Roling, Lo

In the next point concerning the Angels of the
« Churches, though your Majefty faith, thacyou layno
« weight upon the Allegory or Mjyfterie of the chomiua-
“ tion, yet you affert,that the perfons bearing that name.
“were per[ome fingulares,8 in a word Bifbops,who yet are
- never fo calledin Scripture, & the allegorical denomina-
, . tion
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" tion of Angels or Stars, which in the Judgement of anci...
ent and modern W riters doth belong to the faithfull Mi- -
nifters and Preachers of the Word in general, is appro-
priate ( aswe may.fo {ay) to the <HMiter and Crofier-fiaffe
and fo oppofed to many exprefs teftimonies of Scripture;

- And if your Majefty had been particular in that,where-
in you Ay the firength of your inftance lies,viz. the
Judgement of all ancient, and of the beft modern Wri-
ters, and many probabilities in the Text it felf, we hope
to have made it apparent,that many ancient and eminent -
Writers, .many. probabilitigs out of the Text it felf do
give evidence to the contrary. Tothat which is afferted,
That thefc fingular perfons wereBifhops indiftin@ {enfe,
whether we brought any thing of momecntto infirm this
we humbly fubmit to your Majefties Judgement,& fhall

‘only prefent to you that in Your Reply you have not ta-
ken notice of thatwhich in our anfwer fcems tv us of

* moment, which is this, that in Afyfferiows and .prophetick *

writings ot vifional reprefentations ({uch asthis of the ftars
and golden Candlefticksis } a zumber of things and per-
fons 1s vfuallyexpreft in fingulars;and this in vifions is the
ufual way of Reprefentation of things, 4 thoufand perfons
maki 1g up one Church,is rcprefented by one Candleitick;

Mawy Minifers making upone Presbyterie by one Angel.

Amd becaufe Your.Majefty fecms to-call upon us to be

particular, though we cannot name the Angrls, nor are

fatisfied inour jadgement, that thofe: whom fome do
undertake to name were intended by the name of An-
gels in thofe Epiftles; yet we fay, Firft,thatthefe Epi-
ftles were fentunto the Churches, and that under the ex-
preffion of this thou do#, or this thou ha%tand the hike , the
Churches are refpeQively intended , for the ﬁnreprnv%d.
: the
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the Repentance commanded, the punifoments threatned , avc
tobe referred to the Churches and not o the fingular
Angelsonly, and yet we do not think thae Salmafins did
intend, nor do we, that in formal denomination the ;-
gels and Candlefticks were the fame, T
Secondly, The Angels of thefe Churches or Rulers
were a (olledive body, which we endeavoured to prove -
by fuch probabilities as your Majefty takesno notice of,
namely the inftance of the Chusch of &phefis, where
there were many Bzfbops, t0 whom the charge of thae’
Church was by. St, Pawkat-his final departure from them
committed,as alfo by that expreffion Revel,2.24. To you,
and to the reft in Thiatyra ; Which diftin&ion makes i¢
very probable,that the e4ngel is explained under: thag.
lerality,to you ; the like to which many expreffions may be
found G thefe Epsftles, which to interpret according to
the Confentient Evidence of othes Scriptures of the ‘gﬁ:w
Teflament , is not Sate only , but Solid and Evidential.
Thirdly, Thefe Writings are directed as Epiftolary,
Letters, to (ollegive Bodits, uually are (that is) to One,
but intended 2o she Body s which your Majefty illuftrateth
by your fending 2 Meflage to your Two Houfes, and di-
recing it to the Speaker of she Houfe of Peers 5 which as it
doth not hinder ( we confefs ) but that the Speaker is ome
fngle perfon 5 fait doth not prove at all, chat the Speaker
iSalwayes the fame perfon; orif hewere, that therefore
becaufe your Meflage is direGted to him he is the Gover-
mowr or Ruler of the Two Houfes in the leaft, and fo your
Majefty hathgiven clear inftance,that though thefe Let-
tersbe dire&ed to the Angels , yet that notwithftanding
they might neither be Bithops, nor yet perpetual Moders-
tors. For the feveral opinions {pecified in your Majee
fics Paper,sbre of them, by cafie and faic accommod-
: y ton
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sio (as we declared before) are foon treduced and unit-

ed amongft themfelves and may be holden withont rz..

-~ geffe from the received Judgemem of che Chriftian
Charch by filch as are far from meriting that Afperfion,

which is caft' upon the Reformed Divines, by Popifh®

* Whiters thatthey have divided themfelves from che
Cemmon,X received Judgement of the Chrifizm Church,
which Imputation , we hope , was not in your Majeftics
imention o iny apon us,mdl it be made clear tharicis
the common and received Judgemene of the Chrifias
Ohwrrh that zow 15, or of that in former Ages that the An-

- getsofthe Churches were Bithops, having Prelacy as
well over Paftors as People within theirChurches. ” -

Inthe following difcontfe we did deny , thavthe A-

- pofiles were to have any Succeflors intheir Office , and
alferrrved only tovrdersof and Standing Officers

" imthe C Jvizt, Preshyters and Dearons. Concerai

the formerof which yoor Majefty refersto what you had |

in part already dectared : ¢ Thar in thofe things which
< eyete. extrrordimary in the Apofties ,as namely the
. Meakre of eheir Gifrs,&c. They had no Succeflors in

“* eamriem gradombut inthole things which werenot-ex-

““eraordmary, as the Olfice of Teaching and Power of
** Governing (which are neecffary Torthe Service of the
* Ofrch mall times ) chey were to have and had Suc.
¥ ctfiors: Where yoar Jelivers 2 Doltrin new
“tows. Namely, that the rpoies had Sucedlfors inito
Wheir Offfves, ot frmro thelr 24il37es + For( befides that,

" Suecdfsion is ovproperly into AbEvdes, St itto Office )

Weeamuon fxy. tha ome fucoeeds another in his Learn-
%,:: Wit, or Pinits, bue ireo his Roome and Fun@ion
hctive, thae the Office Apoltoticall was extraor-

Nimary # whofte beendt their 21 fion 80d Comm:Fan was.
R : T fo, .

{
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fo,and the fervice or wark of, Teaching and Goverai
being to continne in all times doth not render their 0?.
fice Ordinary 5 asthe Office: of 2ofes was not rendred
Qrdinary, becaufe many workes of Government exerci. -
fed by him, were re committed to the fading Elders of .
Ieacl:And if theyhave Succeffors,it muft be,cither ingo
their whale Offéce,or inta fome parts: Their Succeflors in- -
to the mbole (however differing from them in meafure of
* Gifts and pecyliar Qualificasions ) muftbe called A
pofiles, the fame Officegives the fame Denomination o and.
then we (hall conteffe thaz Bi(bops, if they be their Suca
ceflors inQffice, are of Diuine Jaftitation, becaufe the A+
poftolical Office zas fosif their Succeflors come into pare
of theix Officconly the Preskyters lmty as well becalled

Wic Saceffors, as the Bithops, and fo indeed: they arg,
 foeae of the ancient i"athers Jreuess ,Ovipen,
Hierame, and others : Whereas in truth the A
have not properly Succeffors into Office, bus the opdis.
nary Pawer of Teaching and Gawerning ( which is. fega.
led inthe Cuurch for continuaoee ) isinftituted and fee~
1éd in the hands of ordinary Officers by 8 New warvant
g Commiffion according tothe rules of Ordinatian &

in the word, which the Bifhop hath no yet pro-
duced for hinfelf, and without which he Tannot: chele
h%zupon the general allufive Speechesufed by the:
Fathers without fcruple. - . -
And whereas your inajefty numbers the exteat of their :
work ansongft thole things which were extraordinaryin
the Apofiles swe could with that you had declared whe-
ther it belong to their Ad:[sian ot #afion 4 for we. humbly -
conceive o that their Anghoritative Power ta do theiz
‘Weark in ol places of the world did properly belong tg:
their 24i fion,and evafequently that wheiroffira,as well-
asthei Abilisies was cmcir)dina'ry,& fobyyousMajeftirs
o 2

s
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awn conce fson not to be fucceeded iato by the Bifhops:
‘Asto the Orders of ftanding Officers of the Chuech
your Majd? doth reply, ¢ Thatalthough inthe places
“cited, Phil.1.1. 1 Tim.3.8. there be nomentionbutof -
« the two Orders only of Bifbops or Prestyters,and Deacoris,
€“Yet it is not thereby proved thatthere isnoother ftand-
«¢ ing Office inthe Church befides ; Which we humbly
conceive is jultly proved not only becaufethere are no -
~ eher named, but becaufe there is no rule of Ordeyning
. anythird, no Warrant or way of Miffion,and fo the Ar- -
ent is as good, as can be made,sn0n caufa ad non ef-
Sumsfor we donot yet apprehend that the Bithops pre-
tending to the Apoftolick Officedo alfo pretend to the
fame manner of Aifsion,nor do we know that thofe very
manyDivines that have afferted tws orders only,have con-
cluded itfrom any grounds then the Scriptures cited.
There appear (as your Majefty faith ) two other ma-
nifeft reafons why the Office of Blfhops might not be fo
proper to be mentioned in thofe places. And we humbly':
conceive there is a third more manifeft then thofe ewo, . -
vizt, becaufe, It was not, ; :
. “The one reafon given by your Majefty,is becaufe in
¢ the Churches which the Appoftles themfclves plant-
““ed, they placed Preshyters under them- for the Office
"¢ of Teaching,but referved intheir own hands the Powet
< of Governing thofe Churches for alonger , ot [borter
““time before they letBithops over them. Which under-
your Majefties favout is not fo much a reafon why
Bifbops are not mentiomed to be inthofe place,asthat they
indeed were ‘nor; the variety of reafons( may we
fay or conjeures ) rendred why Bifhops were nog -
fee up ot firt , as namely becaufe fit men could
not by fo foon found out , whith is Epiphenime -
his reafon. or for remedy of Schifme,which is Feromes
- ¢ . ’ : fCﬂ-
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reafon, or-becaufe the Apoftles faw it not expedsents,,
which is your Majefties reafon : ‘doth fhew that this
caufelabuurs under a manifeft weakeneffe : for the A-.
poftles referving in their own hands the power of Go=
verning, wegrant it , they could no mofe deveft thems
felves of power of Governing,then (as Dr. Bilfom faith )
they could loofe their Apoftlethip ¢ had they fet no
Bifhops inall Churches, they had no more parted with
their power of Governing thenthey did in fetting up the
Presbyters; for we have proved that Presbyters, -being:
called Relers, Governoars, Bifbops, hdd the powerof Go-.
verning in Ordinary , committed tothem, as well as the
Office of Teaching,and that both the Keyes(as they are-cal--
led) being by our Saviour committed into one hand, were
not by the Apoftlesdivided sito two: Nor do we {ec how
the Apeft. could reafonably commit the Governmetiv of
the Church tothe Presbyters of Epbefw, 48s 20. and yet
referve the power of Governing ( 3z, in Ordinary ) in- -
his own hancg:who took his folemn leave of them a3 never to -
Jfee thesr faces more. As that part of the power of Govern--
ment,which for diftin&ion fake may be called Eegss- Lue
trve,and which is one of the three fore-mentiened things:
challenged by the Bithops,viz .ﬁi ving Rules; thereferv-.
ing of icin the Apoftles hands hindred not , bue that in -
your Majefties IudgmentTimoathy and Fitsu were Bifhops -

of Ephefus and Creet, to whom the Apoftle gives Rules
for Ordering and Gouerning of the Church : Noris there
any more reafon,that the Apoftles referving that part of
the Power of Governing which is called Execstive in
fuch cafes,and upon fuch occafions as they thought meee
fhould hinder the fetting up of Bithops, if they had in.
tended it; and thereforethe referying of Power in their
bands can be no greater reafon why they did not fet up -
T - Bifhops
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Bifhops  she firfr, then that they aever did. And fince
¢by yeur Majc:gies Conceffion ) the Presbyters were.
placed by the Apofiles firf, inthe Churches by them
,Bkmcd,nnd thas with Power of Governing,as we prove
yScripwse,you mul prove the fuper-inflitution of a3~
Bfbop over the Presbysers by thc‘A.E:ﬁlcs in fome af-
tex times, or elfe we muft conclude thar the Bifhop got
both his Namc aad Power of Government out of the
Presbycers hand,as theTvee i the mall roots out the floges
by ligde and limle as ic (elf grows. -
- Bssonchiag. Philippi,whete your Majefty {aith,it may
be probable there wis yer noBifbop , it is ceruin there -
“mere many,like them,wha were alfo at&pbefur, to whom if
only the Office of Teaching did belong , they bad the
mel

ladostaus and hawerable past , thatwhich was lefs

hongrable being referved in the Apoftics hands, and the
- Churches left inthe mean dme without ordinary Go-
veifnment, . - - _ .
- . 'khe osher rcalon given why wwo Orders only are
_mengianed in thefe places jis,becaufe he wrate in the E.
;PWcsgcsq‘I,‘inwly and Ti¢us to chem that were Bithaps,
o there was noheed to write any thing concerni &2
Cheice o Quulification of any other fore of cers
 then fuch-as belaaged to their ordination, or infpc &ion ;
vehich were Breséyters and Descons anly,and no Bifhaps.,
- Fhe fosmerreafon why swoonly Qrdersarc mentioned
in the Epikle to thePhilsppians, wasbecaule there was yet
na Biflp ehis latter reafon why the fame two only are
mentioned in thefeEpifies,is becaule there was noBifhap .
to:be Qr dacnadswe f&:ﬂ own the reafun for good if there
may be found asy rule for the Ordisation of the other -
Order of Bilnopsiinfome other place of Scriputre,bu if -
the Ordsnatian camnet-be found how (hould we find tk:{:r: _

-~
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meduatly from the Bifh.to ﬂ\eDeaconmnidtﬂvp:dﬂm&.
ly expreft ar avicaft hinted ;whar fore of Bithops he meant,
wheehcr the Bifbop over Presbyters or the PresbyronBifbop, to
bave avoyded the confufion of the name and ve hawe fe¢
as it were [ome mark of difference dnthe Efchasbisn of the
Pmsb ter-Bifh.ifthene had been fome echer Bith .o wibrgh-
e.And W hereas your Maj. faich there wasnonctd to
'rtctothcm aboutaBih.ina diftin&t{encevho bedong
ot to their ordination and infpetion ; Wie: commwhét
in your Majcities judgement, Bithops mlg:h then have Or-
dained Bith.likethem{elves ; for there wasthenao Cinon

ﬁhldn% one fingle Bithop 1o ordsin another ofhés own
sank and mg mqgm in-CréebFitwe siight have
fomda:expadtmt( as thofc ancient Fathtes dhut ¢l him
Asch-Bifhop ¢hirlk e didrohave Tetwrb Bishaps in fome
- of thofe Cittes : So'that thiszeaft rgaiitdie wiin- -
qwfcs«f thofe thar hold - Timothy #s vo have been
Bdhops; for oar pare webeleive tharsheforatesbelenged
wtto Timetbyn Titwwichfrtdt limiicatisnito Epbofiu ,
ad Creore, birt refpetively ro aHabe iplaces: o Ghuedhes
wherc they might comes m& tosH that il @t wtly ¥itme
hawe the Ardayning #1d Goveening jas itns Jvm- .
wenin'the lmeUnapter, X' Tim.2. T, 15, T shy

Bave wriston-anto thee 48 c.that know--bowsp xu Gc
3’]':!)" i the ﬂoﬂ'e of’(’:’ad whien 1sene (hurdh 3 aadishepe-

gy proper Chisra&eror Quualificii-
ivg d" aﬂﬂhxduﬁm&gom x3 (Dru?ma'idn
the Apoftle wonlid- bauc od B,
S
i Majclties twia
&mmwﬂ] tm&dm%a;m&c&fnuem}y Btlhae
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L Bithop is ot [wigur to .a,?(gsbytclj -';for we ﬁnd not(as
_’ mm'nbut Anf{wer) that one _Ofﬁcer"ls fu pcriput toan-

other, wha is of the fame Qrder.

‘ Concerning the Ages [usceeding the .Ap?lky. _
¢ Your Majefty having in your firit Paper faid,that you
¢ could not in Confcience confent to Abolith Epifcopall

-

- € Guyerhment,be¢aufe you did conceive it to be of Apofto-

¢ lical Ipftitusion,Pragitfed by the Apoftles themlelves,and

B

“< byshem cimstted & derived to particular perfons as their
SucgefJors , and hath ever fince till thefe laft times been

" ““eparcifed by Bifhops in all the Churches of Chrift : We

¢

r<

- shought itpeceflary inour anfwer, to fubjoynto that we

. had faid our of the Scriptutes,the Judgment of divers an-

. cient writers and Fathers,by whom Bi(hops were not ac-
knowledged as 4 Divine,butas anEsclefiafiical Inflitutionsas

. that which might very much conduce both tothe eafing

+of your Majettiesfcruplesto confider that howfoever E-
picopal Government was,ﬁge.m“y currant, yet the fu-

. perfcriptign was not judgedDivine,by fcme of thofe that

- ither were-themfelves Bithops,or lived under that Go-

_ vernment;8:4a the vindication of the opinion which we

. hold;from the,prejudice of Novellifme,or of receffe, from
. the.Judgemeppof all Antiquity. 7

e do as firmely belegve ( as’tomatterof fa@ ) chat
\(bryfostome,and Axftin were Bifbops , as that Ariffatle was

+8 Philofopber, Ciceroan Orater 5 though we fhould rather
-callous Faith and beliefthereof certqrn in matter of fa&,
.upon humante Teftimonies uncontrould , then sufallible, in
-refpec of the Teftimonies themfelves. But whereas your

‘Majeftic faith, < Thatthe darkenefle of the Hiftoric of

~ % the Church, in the time fucceeding the Apoftles , is a
- ““ftrong Argument for Epsfcopacy ,which notwithftanding
N ﬂlatngarlgn

effe hath found fo full proof by ::?:eﬂioud
o . Clmalogues,

\ -
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bz}wgeli{t 25 thé firfe Bifbop of fuch a Catie , or Place , Who
(‘as we conceive could notbe Biflops of thofe places, being
of higher Office ; h, according to the.language ot
- after-times , they mugutdy them'that drew up the G4's-
Iogues, be fo called; becaufc they planted and founded or wa~
teved thofe Churehes to which they are enticuled, and bad
their greateft refidesce in them : Qr elfe the Catalogaes are
drawn from fomie eminentmen that were of great veme-
pation 8 yeverente in the times & places where theylived,
a1 Prefidents ot UiMoblerators of the Presbyteries whereof
thenifelves weté Membets : from whom , to pretead the
Sticceffion of after-Bifbops , islas if it fhould be faid,, that
(efar was Succefforto the Roman (onfuls. And we humbly
conceive, that there- are fome Rytes and Cesemanies ufed
cobtimially-itithéCimrch of -old;, which ase aflereed. to
be 'Fonifid In che - poftdlicall-and Primitive times, 20d
yethave no. colour of Divite Inftitation; and, which
is Argument dboye all other , the Fathers , wholc Names
we'exhjbled to'your Majefbie inour Anfwer, weredoube.
Mfea " rith thé Citalages: of Bifbeps who: had
beett..... ..., and'ye¥ didhold shem tobeof Ecclef-
aBLal Infitasiln, " 7 1o el
~And Jeftyouf majefty mightreply, That however the
Pefiimonies’ and Catulogites may vary , or ‘be mifiaked,
inthé arder; ofkimiés] ot nitaes of chofe perfonsthatifnd.
. Zidddithe Apoitiesiyet all agiee vt thore wis a Sdcaefe
Ton of fome perforis; and lo, -though. the credit of the
Cafaloguesbe infirmeds yet the thing intended fs doufirmed
thersby - We grant thai @ Sivefsion of anpth to:fepd -aed
soverne thofe Clitirchés;While they concimjed Ghurches, -
€afihot be den'y'ga , atid thay! the Apepler-and . Svingrlids
shat plarited and watered thofe Churclras (‘though exeral.
ordinary and remporary Officerd (were by Ectlchafiicall
a Wriers,
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Wrirers, in complysnce with the Langyage Mdtﬂg: of their
4w times, callcd Bifbeps ; and (o were other cminent meq,

of cheife note, prefiding inthe Presbyteries of the Cities of
Churches called by fucliVWriters as wrore afrer the divi-

&

sor diftinition of the names of. Presbyters , and Bifbaps ::
t chat thofe firfl and awcienteft Prestyterswere: Bifbeps i
pet fence, according to yourMdjeltiesidefcription , in-
ted with power over Preidytersand people , to whom ( as
tiact from Preskyteri y. did belong the pomer ;;' Orddecx-
»Ziuing Rules,and Cenfures , we humbly conceiveaan
rer be proved by antheatick or comspetent . Teftimo-
s. ‘And grantisg , that'yourMajeffyithould:prowethe
:ceffiont ob Bifbops ‘froirt the Primitive _tigwos fiwiatian,
if thefe from whom you draw, and through whom you
rive it', be found-either more thea Bifthops yus Apofiies,
L cxeraordinary.petfons, ot leffe then Bifhops.as mectl;
L Preshirers Jhaving netonc ofWhe three off antials ta Hipi)-
sll Govérmmént (‘mentiotrd -by -your: Majefty.yimn their
n hand ;.it will fetlow, thav all that your MajeRty. hash
wed by this Succeffion; is the Hemesymy - and equivocall
cpration of thewotd Epfeepus, - = 0 - B
For Clewrens his Tefimony, which, your Majefty- vl
veth t&be:mede ufeof |- 15 oar obd fallicy., from:
mifcaomsufe of the words to inferve the lndiftin@idn
Yre things 5 we teferre out felves'to imfélf in his Egi-
le ,now in albmens hands 5 whofe Teftimonic. we thinke

“

wihmot be eluded ,butby the ofd Arrifice , ok biding!she '
Bilbap wndev the: Presbyters name: -for théy thar:bave pead
'his whole Epiftle, and Have confidered ;. thac kimfelfuis
called a- Bithop:,: may doabs- of Clemens opinion.,i:tomoey-

ning'the dif¥inctoffices of Bifbupy md: Brashyeers ot Wa-

‘thermot doute of 0 i 8nbyhis oarEpifie: tnag b M-
‘paneld upon Fthéif,lhqiimlgoﬁcam Wf‘*‘cﬁi"ﬁﬁ'
. 2 - : e"
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~ filés,your Majefty is pleafed to ufe-fome earveflineffe of ex-
prefGon, charging fome of. late, without any regard of
engenuity or truth out of their purtiall difaffc@ion to
Bithops, to have endavoured fo difcredit his-writings.
One of thofe cited by uis. ,. cannex ( as we conceive ) be {u-
fpegied.of difsffetion 10 wifbepi; and chere are great Argu-
-mecats drawn out of thdfe, Epiltles themfelves , betrayiny
sheir ‘infincerityyadulterace pixrures . and interpolarsons 5
So that Ignatiss cannot be diltin@ly known in Zgzatius,
- And if we take- him iz groffe , we make him the Patron
( s . Baromious ; and. the relt ofthg Popith writers do) of
fuchrites.and obfervatibns , as the, Church in his time
cannotbethoughe ta bive owned. He doth indeed give te-
‘ftimony to the Prelacy of a Bifbep above a Preshyter ,
that whichimay joftly render him fufpeGed , is that he
givertoo much Hovour ( {aigh he ) the bifbep as Gads high
. prieft, and sfter bim you muft honeur the King, He was 1n-
- deed & holy. Martyr;and his writings baveJuffcred Marsyr-
dom, afwell as hes Corriptions could wot go currapt but under

the credst.of worily Names. . . - _ :
That which your Majefy faith in Your fourth Pasa-
;w;that.wlnight have addéd;/if we had pleafed)Thae
 dames, Timosk; Tatws, @c. were conflituced and ordaised
rBithops, of the: forementioned places refpe&ively, and
that all the Bi(hopsofthofe times, were reputed fucceflors
<t the Apoftles intheir Epefcapall offise : -VWe could not have
-&dded it without prejudice(as we humbly conceive)tothe
igruth 5 for:che ﬁgo(’tks did- not_ordein sy of themfelies
 Bifbops nor cauld chey do it, for even by your Majefties
~canceffipn , they were Bithops -é<fore,viz. as they were
- Apafles,; nor.cauld apy Apoftle, his;choyce of acertain
- Regian or Placeito iexexcife his funttion 1n , whileft he
- pleafed, render him 4 Bifhop-any more then Paul was
) LT - Bfﬂ)Op,

a .



: (29)
Bithop of the Geatiles , Keter of the Circumcifion, -Nei-
their did the Apofles ordcin the Evangelifis Bithops of
thofe Places unto which they fcnt them ; Not were the
Bithops of thofe times any more then as your Majefty
{aith, reputed fucceSnrs to the Apoftles in their Epifco-
palloffice,they camse after the Apaftlesin the Churches by
them planred, (o might Presbytersdos but thats nor pro-
petly facceffion atleat not fucceffion inte office; and this we
fay wich 4 Salve to our affertion, that in thofe times there
were no (uch Bith>ps~ i tinct from Presbyters: Neither
do we underftand , whether the words Epifcopall office in
this Section, refer tothe Bifhops or Apoftlesy tor in refer-
renceto Apoftles , it infinuates a diftinétion of the Apo-
ftiés office , into Apeffolicall and Epifcopall, or that the
office A poftolicall, was wholy Bpifcopall, unto neither of
which we cangive our confenx for reafons forementioned.
Torthe teftimonics by us recited in proof of two omlyOr-
ders, Y our Majefty anfwers firft, thag the promifcnou/{ G
of the mames 0’2 rifhps and Preshyters , is imported s That
.which your Majefty not long ago called our old fallacy,
isnow Your aalwer only with this difference, We under
promifcuons namses hold the fame office : Your Majefty un-
der promsifcwoss names fuppoles two , whichif asitis often
dferted , wasbut once preved , We (hould take it for a
determination of this controverfic. -Sccondly, that they re-
“ late to a School-point, or 8 nicety, strum Epifcopasum fit
“ordy vel gradus; both fides of the queftionifts or difpu-
“tants in the mean time acknowledging the right of
“ Charch- government in the Bifhops alonc; It is con-
feftby us, that that queftion as ic is ftated by Popifh e Aw-
thors,is a curisus micety, t0 which we have no eye or re-
ference ; for though the fame Officers may differ from,and
excell others of che fame order in gifts or *quahﬁcatio;.ns
: o : - et
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Yet the office it feIf, is one and the fame,without differemce
or degrees, asour Apofile or Presbyter, is not fupcriour
to another in the degree of office; they that are of the
{ame order are of the famedegree, in tefpedt of office, as
having power and Authority to thefame A&s. Nor doth
the Scripture warrant or allow, any fup. riority of one over
another of the fame order 5 and theretore the proving of
two orders onlyinthe Church, is a_demonftration that Prcf-
byters and Bifhops are the fame. Inwhich point,the Scri-
pture will counter-ballance the téftimonics of thofe thae
affere three degrees or orders, though tex for one. But, for
eafing of yoar Majefty of the trouble of producing tcfti-
monies againft thofe cited by us, VWemake chis huméle
metion, that the Regiments onboth fidcs may be difcharged
out of the field, and the point difputcd byDizt of holy Scrip-
turey td Verum quod primum. o -
" 'Having paffed threugh the Argumentarive parts of yonr
Majefties Reply, wherein we thould account fta greae
happinefs, to have given your Majefty any fatisfagtion,in or-
~ der whereunto You pleafed to honour us with thisimploy -
ment, We (hall contra& our felves in the remainder ,
craving your Majcflies pardon , it You thall conceive us
to have been #o0 much in the former , and too lirtle in that
which followes. 'We "honour the pious intentions and
munificence of Your Royal Progenitors 5 and do acknow-
ledge that Ornamentil acccffions granted .to the Perfon,
downot mke any fubftantial change in the office’; the re-
al difference betwixe that Epilcopal Government, which
firft obtained in the Church , and the prefent Hierar-
chy confilts 4 ipfo regimine, & modo regiminis, which
cannot be clearly demonlirated in particulars, uneill it
. be agreed on both fides, what that Epifcopacy was then,
_apd what the Hicrarchy /s zom, and then it would appear,
’ ~ whether

\
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whether thefe thrge forementioned. effenttals of Epifco-

1l Government werc thefame inboth :  Yor the power
under Chriftian Princes, and under Pagan, is one and the '
{ame, though the exercife be pot. And wehumbly receive-
your Majeftics pious advcreifement, ( not unlike ‘th ¢ of
Conflantines ) ftirring us up as men wmbyaffed with pri-
vate interefts, to ftudy the nearcft accommodation and - éest
refemblance to the eAdpoffolical and Primitive times. Bue
tor your Majefties Salvo tothe Bithops [ole power, of Or-
dina*ion and Fwrifdi&ion, and that diftinéion of Ordinatien,
Authorétative in the Bifbop, and Concomitant in the. Pref-
bytery, which you fcem to found upon thefe two Textr,,
3 Tjm.1.6. 1T1m4.14. and whichis ufed by Dr. B;lfon,
anj other defenders of Epifcopacy, inexplication of that
Caponof che fourth Comncel of Carthage , which enjoyns
the ;oynt impofition of the Bifhops and Presiyters hands,
We. fhall give your Majefty -an accomot: when we thall

be called to the inquifitionthereof ; t that we do
& for the prefens {ee, bug that thi v of yosr Maje~
fiy, renders our accommodation. to lical -and

primitive times (whereunto you did exhort us ) unfei- -
tible. . Wenotwithflanding , -do fully profefs our ac-
knowledgement of fubordinatienof the outmwardexercife of
Furifdigren, to the Soveraigppomer, and our accomptable,
wflc to the Lawesof the Eand. - As for your Majellies
three.: queftions of - great imparrance ., - Whether there be &
tertain fcrm of :Government left by Chriftand his Apo-
ftles, to be obferved by all Chriftian Churches ;. #hethey
it bind perpetually , or be upon occafion altersble in
whole, or in part; whether shat certain'form -of ?:r-
vernment , be the Epifzopal , Prashytaian, .or fomeother,
differing fromthem both : The ‘whole Volume of Ec-
cleGaftical policy , is conrzined in them ; and we ht%pe

: at
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that neither your Majefty expcéed of usa particular an-
{wer to them at thistime, nor will take offcnce atus , it
we hold only to that which is the queftion,in orderto the
Bill of Aselition 3 for we humbly profeflc our readinefs.
to ferve your Majefly, anfwering thefe or any orher que--
ftions, within our proper cognizance,according to the pro-
portion of our mean abilities. . o
For your Majefties con ‘efcenfion, in vouchfafiing us the
libesty & honour of examining Your learned Reply cloathed
infuch excellencyof fiyle, and for Your excceding candour..
fhewed to fuch menasweare ; and for the accepration of
our humble duty, we render to your M .jelty moft bumsle
thanks, and fhall pray, Thatfuch a pes in thehand of fuch
abilities,may ever be employed ina fubje& worthy of it.
That your Majefty would pleafe to confider, that in
this point under debate, fucce[sion is not the beft clew,and
moft certain, and readyway to find out the Original 5 for
to go that way, is to go the furtheft way about ; yea, 10 go
baskward : and when you areat the [pring, iz, the Screp-
tureit fclf , You go to the Rivers end, that you may feek
the [pring. B ‘ »
And that the Lord would guide your Majefty. and the
two, Houfes of Parliament, by the right haxd of his
Councel, and fhew You a happy way of healing our un-
ha})py- differences, and of feetling the Common-wealth. of
“Jefus Chrift, whichisthe Chirch 5 fo as all the members
thereof may live under Youinall Godlinefs, Peace and
Honefty. - -« - '

- Pmprimatior Ja. CR ANFORD.
T OBok19, 1648. :
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